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If you would like further information on donating, please contact the Regional Campaign Manager for your area:
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With the completion of the building capital  

campaign in June, Friends is excited to continue partnering  

with the CMHR to raise funds in support of the Museum’s  

rich programming and activities. The private sector, individual  

donors, foundations, organizations and unions have all  

contributed to the success of the Museum to this point and  

we look forward to continuing to partner with the community  

to support the important work being done at CMHR.

Currently, we are raising funds to outfit and operate the Museum’s new Level 1 gallery, 
built to hold temporary and travelling exhibits. 

The Level 1 gallery opened in August 2015, showcasing Magna Carta – Law, Liberty and 
Legacy as its inaugural exhibition.  The climate-controlled, smart technology space allows 
the Museum to safely house rare or precious artifacts and mixed-media exhibitions. With 
this space, the Museum is now able to host some of the most sought-after human rights 
related exhibits in the world and bring in new content to appeal to different audiences.

In addition to supporting the Level 1 gallery, Friends will support new programs and 
exhibits at the Museum, educational programming for students and access for community 
members who could otherwise not afford to visit the Museum.
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8th AnnuAl drive FOre the stArs  
ChArity GOlF ClAssiC 
the 8th annual drive FOre the stars was a huge success, raising $15,000. Over the past eight years the tournament 
has raised more than $65,000 for Friends. this year, the beautiful August weather had everyone in a great mood and 
ensured a wonderful time was had by all at larter’s at st. Andrews Golf & Country Club. 

Year after year, this tournament is possible because of the dedication of 
tournament chair Markus Chambers and the wonderful sponsors who 
support the event. Their commitment truly shows the importance of human 
rights and supporting a cause that benefits us all. 

the 9th annual drive FOre the stars will take place on August 25, 2016 at larter’s at st. Andrews Golf & Country 
Club. this event is a great opportunity for businesses and local organizations to support the Museum and get  
their name out in the community. sponsorship opportunities are available. Get ahead of the game and arrange 
yours now. Contact Markus Chambers at 204.791.1950 or markus.chambers@gov.mb.ca or the Friends office  
at info@friendsofcmhr.com.

l-r: Markus Chambers, Drive FORE the Stars Chair  
John stefaniuk, Chair, FRIENDS Board of Directors

l-r: richard bresden, Judith Chambers,  
barbara isaacs, Mel Chambers, william wong

CMhr’s neW president & CeO JOhn yOunG
in August 2015, the Museum welcomed a new president 
and CeO, dr. John young. dr. young is a respected 
academic, leader and educator, coming to the Museum 
from the university of northern british Columbia (unbC) 
where he held the positions of interim provost and vice 
president Academic. 

Dr. Young has published and taught 
extensively on issues of democracy,  
rights and freedoms for over twenty years.

He has also had experience working in developing 
institutions and is respected for his collaborative 
leadership approach and passion for education. He 
started as an early faculty member at unbC, taking on 
successive leadership roles as unbC grew into a leading 
small Canadian university. this experience makes him an 
ideal fit to lead a new human rights museum and ensure 
the conversation about human rights continues to grow. 

As a former university professor and administrator, the 
Museum’s focus on education resonates with dr. young. 
He says, “what excites me is the limitless potential of our 
ability to inspire and engage a generation of young 

Canadians.  not only have we had 21,000+ students 
through our doors in our first year, our online toolkit 
has been used tens of thousands of times by teachers 
across Canada. in addition to our second year of school 
programs, we are continuing to build a national student 
program that will help students from every part of Canada 
experience the Canadian Museum for Human rights.”

His focus in the next year will be to find ways to tell the 
human rights stories showcased in the Museum’s exhibits 
on the national stage – to inspire and educate Canadians 
from coast to coast to coast, as well as people from around 
the world. to accomplish this, the Museum’s programs, 
partnerships and online offerings will continue to grow.

this growth is possible because of the solid base created 
by the supporters and donors who believed in the idea of 
the Museum and continue to support the incredible work 
the Museum is doing. 

“ the commitment and generosity of donors has had 
an incredible impact. this Museum would not be here 
today without them. because of them, we’ve already had 
more than 400,000 people come through the doors and 
leave as ambassadors,” says dr. young. “this is just the 
beginning. we’ve embarked on a meaningful journey,  
one that’s worth continuing on together.”

ACCessibility And inClusiOn in the CAnAdiAn 
MuseuM FOr huMAn riGhts 
One of the core principles for the Museum is accessibility 
and their success in making content and exhibits 
available to all has been recognized by organizations 
around the world resulting in the Museum winning a Jodi 
Award for commitment to complete accessibility within 
its galleries. 

The importance of accessibility and 

inclusion of people of all abilities levels in 

the Museum is what inspired supporter 

Donald MacDonald to make a major gift 

to the Museum in his daughter, Tayler 

MacDonald’s, name. 20-year-old Tayler  

has cerebral palsy.

Macdonald says about the Museum, “the Museum 
outlines the fundamental right of every person to be 
treated equally and with dignity. i see its goal as one of 
teaching and awareness. As such our family has been 
thrilled to be involved with the Museum and how it has 
dealt or adapted to the needs of the disabled. the CMHr 
is extremely easy to access for tayler. they have done a 
fabulous job in ensuring access and mobility everywhere 
inside the Museum.”

their gift supports the Arc of inclusion, found in the 
Canadian Journeys gallery. this area includes the lights 
of inclusion game which won a silver Muse award, one 
of the world’s most prestigious awards for innovation in 
digital media.

the lights of inclusion game is an interactive circular 
floor area where coloured lights are projected onto each 
participant via motion-tracking sensors. when players 
move together, their lights merge and change, which 
facilitates programming about the power of inclusion 
and cooperation to build strong groups. the game is 
accessible for people of all ability levels and ages.

“ the Arc of inclusion is truly special. to watch children 
(and adults) play inside it and see how the staff 
encourage people to interact, or play nice, with each 
other is a lot of fun! in the end the ability of the Arc to 
help people to think about others and begin to modify 
their behavior is something we take pride in as a family,” 
says Macdonald. “the old saying, ‘do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you’ is how i view the Arc 
of inclusion helping people to get to that point. if we 
are successful, think about what a better world it will be 
to live in, one or two generations from now. A kinder, 
gentler place i hope. that is the legacy that we hope 
tayler’s gift will bring.”



WinnipeG WelCOMed the MAGnA CArtA  
At CMhr

During its August 15 to September 18, 2015 run, the exhibit, Magna Carta– Law, Liberty and Legacy 
drew more than 11,000 visitors to the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. This national travelling 
exhibit celebrates the 800th anniversary of the historic document and the Charter of the Forest.  
Canada’s Magna Carta: Meanings and Misconceptions, the unique companion exhibit created by the 
Museum and available exclusively at the CMHR, took education one step further and allowed visitors 
to explore Canada’s own constitution documents and their connections to rights and freedoms. 

One visitor said, “It’s a great start for anyone who is interested in history and the base of democracy. 
It’s also well put together so that people of all ages and abilities are able to learn and appreciate this 
important document and its impact on our world. Staff were very informative and able to answer all 

my questions.” 

Activities surrounding the Magna Carta included curator talks,  

lectures, book signings and a sold out three course historical  

dinner featuring expert talks and a private tour of the exhibit. 

xOxO: An exhibit AbOut lOve And FOrGiveness 
beginning October 4, 2015 an exhibit created by  
the Children’s Museum of pittsburgh with support  
from the Fetzer institute will take centre stage in the  
Museum’s level 1 Gallery. xOxO: An exhibit About  
love and Forgiveness is the perfect exhibit for the 
whole family. it invites children to explore their feelings 
as well as consider the feelings of others. From fun 
to thrilling, the exhibit gets kids thinking about what 
makes them sad, mad and happy, and about love and 
forgiveness. they’ll be encouraged to ask questions, 
listen and learn about the people around them, all 
while having fun! 

the exhibit is accompanied by “the Gift” a family-
friendly theatrical production that uses physical theatre, 
masks and improvisation to explore the expression of 
love and the idea of gift-giving.  the half-hour show will 
be performed on saturdays and sundays at 11:00 am 
starting October 10. 

The CMHR has developed some  

of their own family-friendly activities to 

complement the exhibit as well as special 

programming and events for visitors. Please 

visit humanrights.ca for a full list  

of program dates and times. 

A special exhibit-only fee of $8 for everyone three  
and up will be charged, with admission to xOxO  
also included in regular gallery admission fees. 
Members get in free. Group booking rates are 
available. please visit humanrights.ca to purchase 
tickets. the exhibit will run until  
January 3, 2016.

MuseuM’s First yeAr And suMMer seAsOn  
A suCCess 
Just over a year ago, the doors of the Museum  
opened to welcome the public into a new kind  
of Museum – an ideas museum focused on human 
rights stories.  thousands attended opening  
weekend events and over the course of the year  
more than 400,000 people walked through the doors 
for their own inspiring encounters with human rights. 

school programs began in January 2015 and ran 
through June, bringing more than 21,000 students  
from kindergarten to Grade 12 to the Museum.  
student programs for the 2015-16 year resumed 
september 22 and more than 30,000 students are 
booked to participate. 

the busiest tourism season in Manitoba – summer – 
was a success, seeing more than 140,000 people visit 
the Museum, 50 per cent of whom were from outside 
of Manitoba.  in recent visitor surveys, visitors said 
they were blown away by the galleries and stories 
shared within them. 97 per cent of those surveyed were 
satisfied or extremely satisfied and 2/3 of our visitors 
were walking through the door based on word of 
mouth – they were told to come by friends,  
by family, by colleagues.

Many visitors weren’t sure what to expect 

when they first walked through the doors, 

but they left feeling moved, inspired, 

and motivated to learn more about 

human rights and to take actions in their 

personal lives to defend human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. 

One visitor from edmonton said, “you will be amazed, 
and shocked. you will have tears at how cruel humans 
can be to each other and inspired by how kind and 
helpful we can be. the strength of basic right and 
wrong shines through. the interactive technology and 
exhibits are a real wonder and add to the experience.” 



MuseuM GArners MOre thAn  
15 AWArds in First yeAr 
Since opening in September 2014, the Museum has been well received by 
visitors and international organizations alike. Winning more than 15 awards 
in its inaugural year, the Museum has been recognized for a wide range of 
accomplishments from technology to accessibility and workforce planning. 
Some of the most recent awards include:

Best App Award 2015
international design & Communication Awards (idCA) 

Graphis Competitions design Annual 2016 Gold Award 
presented to ralph Appelbaum Associates for their work on the Canadian Museum  
for Human rights  /  August 14, 2015

Jodi Awards for innovation and excellence in the use  
of digital media 
the Jodi Mattes trust Awards  /  May 20, 2015

Muse awards (two gold, one silver and one bronze)  
for innovation in digital media 
the American Alliance of Museums  /  April 26, 2015.

Workforce Planning and talent Management Award 
Human resource Management Association of Manitoba  /  April 22, 2015

For a full list of awards the Museum has received, please visit humanrights.ca. 

what happens next is up to you.

85 Israel Asper Way  /  Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0L5  /  friendsofcmhr.com  /  1.866.828.9209  /  L  F  I

dOnAte tOdAy  

friendsofcmhr.com or 204.289.2003 or 1.866.828.9209

MAde the list 
In September, Air Canada’s enRoute magazine published its list of the world’s 14 coolest museums and CMHR is on it! 
Check out the full list at enroute.aircanada.com. 


