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Throughout this evening, you will hear from people taking action  

for human rights. We are so thankful to everyone who contributed  

their voices and talents to this gala, and we hope that you will find 

inspiration in their messages. 

This gathering is essential to the work of the Canadian 

Museum for Human Rights. Since opening in 2014, the 

Museum has welcomed millions of Canadians in person 

and online. It has launched moving exhibitions and 

inspiring education programs that have reached 

people across Canada and around the world. The 

impact of that work is only possible because of events 

like this. And so, on behalf of visitors of all ages, from 
coast to coast to coast, it is our privilege to thank you  
for your support.

This evening, we are reflecting on diversity, equity and inclusion, 

especially in sports. Our keynote this evening features Kimberly Davis, 

a resilient and visionary leader who is currently spearheading the 

NHL’s efforts to create a more inclusive culture. She will share her 

experience as a trailblazer and change agent championing a more 

inclusive culture in sport.

We are also honouring Gail Asper’s incredible achievements this 

evening. Gail led the campaign to build the Canadian Museum  

of Human Rights, the only museum in the world entirely dedicated  

to human rights and the first national museum outside Canada’s 

national capital region.

And of course, we are deeply grateful to our generous sponsors.  

Their support has made this evening’s gala possible. Please see  

their messages to you later in the program.

Enjoy the show! 

Gala Chair,

Arni Thorsteinson, O.M., LL.D. 

President, Shelter Canadian Properties LTD.

On behalf of the Friends of the  

Canadian Museum for Human Rights,  

it is our pleasure to welcome you to  

Gala 2022: Raising Our Voices.

Gala Chair
Arni Thorsteinson, O.M., LL.D.

Gala Committee
The Honourable Vim Kochhar

Anupam Kothari

M. Ann McCaig, C.M. A.O.E. LL.D.

Sofia Mirza

Howard Morry

Alex Robinson

Isha Khan

Mena Gainpaulsingh

Gala Honouree
Gail Asper, O.C., O.M., LL.D.

Kimberly Davis,  
Senior Executive Vice 

President of Social Impact, 

Growth Initiatives &  

Legislative Affairs 

National Hockey League (NHL)



Gala Program
Welcome from Isha Khan 
CEO of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights 

Opening Greeting 

Greetings from Arni Thorsteinson 
Gala 2022: Raising Our Voices Chair 

FIRST COURSE IS SERVED

Greetings from the Honourable Pablo Rodriguez 
Minister of Canadian Heritage 

Greetings from the Honourable Heather Stefanson 
Premier of Manitoba 

Performance by Kelly Bado 

MAIN COURSE IS SERVED

Keynote presentation by Kimberly Davis 
Senior Executive Vice President of Social Impact, Growth Initiatives  
& Legislative Affairs with the NHL  

Remarks from Mark Chipman 
Executive Chairman of the Board of True North Sports + Entertainment    

DESSERT IS SERVED

Remarks from Willie Littlechild

Performance by Mariam Bernstein

Greetings from Gail Asper 
2022 Gala Honouree

Greetings from Mena Gainpaulsingh 
CEO of Friends of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights

Performance by Indian City

Closing remarks from Isha Khan
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Sponsors
The Friends and the Museum are grateful for the generosity of the following sponsors:

Human Rights Visionary
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Youth Event Sponsor

Human Rights Innovator

Stuart Clark

Bonnie Buhler and  
John Buhler, C.M.
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Supporters
BMO Financial Group

The Bob Williams  
Foundation 

Brian Felesky

Bruce Miltenberg &  
Cynthia Cohen-Miltenberg

Diamond Abramowich Family

Dr. M. Elizabeth Cannon

Harvard Developments Inc.

The Honourable  
Vim Kochhar – Canadian 
Foundation for Physically 
Disabled Persons

James Richardson & Sons, 
Limited and Affiliated 
Companies

Lisa Pankratz & Tom Ferries

Long time supporters  
of CMHR: Gary and  
Gwen Steiman

Janice Stratton  
& Ian Robinson

Jean Giguere, C.M.  
& Dennis Giguere 

Karen Prentice

McKenna Family Foundation

Pauline Collette

Piston Ring Service

PwC Canada

Qualico

Richard Haskayne, O.C., 
A.O.E. & Lois Haskayne

Ryan Henderson –  
Henderson & Associates

Christine & Paul Soubry

Taylor McCaffrey Lawyers

Winnipeg Blue Bombers

Winnipeg Building  
& Decorating

Human Rights Advocate

Rita and Charles 
Bronfman

Ron  
Ghitter C.M.

The Alvin and Mona 
Libin Foundation

Arlene 
Wilson

Katherine 
Dudtschak

Marjorie 
Blankstein 
C.M.,O.M., LLD.

Ontario Provincial District Council

Human Rights Benefactor

W. H. Loewen,  
C.M., O.M.

Mary Lou 
Albrechtsen

Morrys Doug Harvey  
and Jan Shute

Hunter Family 
Foundation

M. Ann McCaig,  
C.M., A.O.E., LL.D.

pitblado.com

Thank you to our 
event partners:

Bounce Design

Centric Productions

Encore

Monique LaCoste 

Tom Powell Design

Tony Nardella 
Photography



Your impact 
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You’ve made an incredible difference this past year. Thank you so much  
for your kindness and generosity as you strengthen human rights education  
and awareness in our community and across the country.

Launching WitnessBlanket.ca

Thank you for bearing witness to the truth of the residential school era, 

through the launch of WitnessBlanket.ca. This online platform that shares 

the first-hand accounts of Survivors and stories behind the items in the 

Witness Blanket. The Witness Blanket is powerful work of art made from 

items reclaimed from residential schools and other important sites.

It was created by master carver and Indigenous artist, Carey Newman as a 

national monument to recognize the atrocities of residential schools, honour 

the Survivors, and symbolize ongoing reconciliation. “In the oral tradition of my 

ancestors, a witness has an important role to make sure things are not forgotten,” 

said Carey. “A witness watches, listens, and then shares with others.”

This project was made possible by TELUS, the TELUS Friendly Future Foundation and the Entwistle Family Foundation. 

TELUS also provided invaluable promotion of this resource across Canada – thank you!

Supporting the Artivism exhibition

You have highlighted the work of six artists and art collectives who have 

used art as an instrument of activism in response to genocide and mass 

violence. Their work was featured in a special exhibition called Artivism.

The installation pictured here raises awareness about the Yazidi 

genocide perpetrated by the so-called Islamic State (ISIS). Yazidi 

women were often captured, raped, and forced to marry ISIS members. 

To tell their stories, Iraqi Kurdish artist Rebin Chalak cast masks from 

the faces of survivors. Thank you for sharing their stories.

This exhibition was generously supported by The Burns Family Foundation 

and Canada Life.

At the Canadian Museum for Human Rights

You have engaged our community by 
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Bringing students to the museum – virtually

You have supported young human rights champions through virtual field 

trips to the Museum.

“I am still seeing the effects of the virtual field trip,” says Calgary teacher 

Natalie Steeves. “It was so moving to watch them connect and learn from the 

guide and from each other – and understand how they could be leaders and take 

action for human rights.”

Thanks to the generosity of The Asper Foundation and the Richardson Foundation,  

these programs were offered at no cost.

Amplifying young artists’ reflections about human rights

You have encouraged young artists across Manitoba to reflect about the future 

of human rights in their lives and communities. Thanks to your generosity, their 

artwork is displayed in a vibrant exhibition, called ARTiculate Our Rights, in the 

Expressions Gallery at the Museum.

This exhibition would not have been possible without the support  

of Vickar Automotive Group, PCL Constructors Inc.,  

and Crosier Kilgour & Partners. 

Empowering teachers with anti-racism resources

Your support means Edmonton teacher Sarah Adomako-Ansah can develop 

resources for teachers and students to learn about anti-racism together.  

As the Museum’s Educator in Residence, she provides invaluable support for 

teachers championing human rights education in classrooms across Canada.

The Educator-in-Residence program is proudly supported by Bee-Clean – Jose & 

Maria Correia; Power Corporation of Canada; Cargill; Michaëlle Jean Foundation 

and Peter Tielmann & Tara DeFehr-Tielmann; Sara, Michael & Debbie Gray, in 

memory of Dr. Frank Plummer; and Myron & Marion Klysh.

You have inspired the next generation by

21,000+ 
STUDENTS

learned about human rights 
through virtual field trips

100+ 
PIECES OF ART

created by Manitoba youth to  
express their view of human rights

200,000+ 
WEB VISITORS

engaged with WitnessBlanket.ca 
since the September 2022 launch



Thank you, Gail!
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Ask anyone to describe Gail Asper  
and you’ll hear a theme emerge. 

Driven. Determined. Persistent. Resolute. 
Enthusiastic. Extraordinary.

She’s earned each and every one of those descriptions  

as an advocate for cultural and charitable organizations 

in our community and across the country.

As we celebrate at this year’s gala, we’d like to take  

a moment to reflect on Gail’s incredible contributions  

to the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

The dream for this Museum started with someone very 

close to Gail. Her late father, Israel Asper envisioned  

a world-class centre for human rights located here  

in Winnipeg, in the heart of Canada.

Tragedy struck when he passed away unexpectedly  

in 2003, just six months after announcing his plan to 

establish a human rights museum. Deep in grief, Gail  

was faced with a seemingly impossible task – could  

she carry on her father’s dream without him?

By looking at the Museum today 

it’s easy to see that she 

succeeded. Not quite  

as evident are the 

obstacles she 

overcame along  

the way. 

We’d like to share a 

few of Gail’s many 

accomplishments 

in her journey to 

bring the Museum  

to life.

Garnering support

The project needed buy-in from all 

levels of government, but Gail knew 

the Government of Canada would want  

to see broad public support.

To demonstrate that support, Gail created an advisory 

committee of influential human rights champions to 

speak on the Museum’s behalf. She also worked with 

Friends of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights staff 

to create and distribute “shine pins” that supporters 

could wear to express their support.

When Winnipeg hosted the Junos in 2005, the 

star-shaped pins were being worn on everyone from 

performers to hosts to volunteers – a strong endorsement 

of community support for the Museum.

Thanks to the show of public support and Gail’s 

signature tenacity, the Government of Canada came 

through and agreed to provide funding. However, it was 

contingent on Friends raising sufficient funds through  

a capital campaign. 

Gail tirelessly campaigned for support, inspiring 

businesses, unions, organizations and individuals alike  

to become part of the vision. Ultimately, the campaign 

raised an incredible $151.5 million in support of the 

Museum, the largest capital campaign for a national 

cultural institution in Canadian history.

Gail Asper (C) breaks  
ground on the Museum’s 

site with Winnipeg Deputy 
Mayor Justin Swandel, 

Manitoba Premier Gary 
Doer, Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper and Arni 
Thorsteinson (L – R) on 

December 19, 2008.

Gail Asper (R) visits the 
construction site of the 

Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights with Moe Levy, 
Executive Director of  

the Asper Foundation (L)  
and architect Antoine  

Predock (C).
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Establishing a new national museum

Up until this point, all of Canada’s national museums 

were in the Ottawa area and each had been created 

through federal legislation. Gail had to overcome more 

than precedent – she had to change Canadian law.

After endless one-on-one meetings with politicians 

from all parties to advocate for the Museum, Gail and 

her team lead by Moe Levy, The Asper Foundation’s 

Executive Director, finally had enough votes in their 

favour. Bill C-42 passed with unanimous consent on 

March 14, 2008, establishing the Canadian Museum  

for Human Rights (CMHR) as a national museum 

located in Winnipeg. 

Ensuring the CMHR was established as a national 

museum was crucial to secure funding for the 

operating costs and position the Museum as  

a world-class destination.

Envisioning an exceptional experience

Gail knew the CMHR needed to offer an exceptional 

experience to draw visitors from across the globe to learn 

about human rights. Everything from the exhibits to the 

building itself needed to be of the highest calibre.

At one point in the construction process, the idea was 

floated to cancel the backlit alabaster ramps and 

replace them with drywall to cut costs. Not on Gail’s 

watch! Can you imagine how the Museum would have 

felt without the warmth and light emitted by this 

stunning feature?

Today, the Museum continues to inspire visitors and the 

building’s design – especially the Israel Asper Tower of 

Hope – forms an iconic part of Winnipeg’s skyline.

Thank you, Gail!

Words cannot express how grateful we are for you, Gail. 

We literally would not be here without you. Thank you  

for dreaming big, reaching for the stars and inspiring  

a global dialogue about human rights.

Because of you and your remarkable team of true 

believers, countless visitors from Canada and around  

the world are learning about human rights to help make 

our world a better place for everyone.

Truly, from the bottom of our hearts, thank you!

Gail Asper (C) celebrates  
in Ottawa with Moe Levy, 
Executive Director of the 
Asper Foundation (L) and  

Kim Jasper, Director of 
Communications for Friends 

(R) after Bill C-42 receives 
unanimous consent.



A dream under construction
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Established in 2002, Friends of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights is celebrating 
its 20th anniversary this year. As we look toward the future, let’s have some fun 
remembering the journey to get where we are today.

These photos are all from when the museum was under construction. How many questions can you answer correctly? 

If you need a hint or want to check your answers, flip to the last page of this program.

How many  
individual pieces  

of glazing make up 
the glass cloud 

surrounding the 
Museum?

How many  
artifacts were  
found on the 

pre-construction 
archaeological 

excavation?
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What are  
the ramps inside  

the Museum  
made of?

How tall is  
the Israel Asper 
Tower of Hope?

How many  
galleries are  

located in the 
Museum?



Committed to helping kids play
We believe Canada should be a place where every 

kid has a chance to fulfill their dreams. That’s 

why Jumpstart and Canadian Tire Corporation are 

working together to help local families get kids off 

the sidelines and into the game.

When kids have the chance to play, the 
benefits last a lifetime

 9 INCREASED SELF-ESTEEM

 9 INCREASED CONFIDENCE

 9 LEADERSHIP SKILLS

 9 IMPROVED ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

 9 HEALTHY LIFESTYLE HABITS

Find out more
Visit us at jumpstart.canadiantire.ca to learn 

about how we are working to enable play for kids 

across Canada.

Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities
2180 Yonge Street

Toronto, ON M4P 2V8
jumpstart.canadiantire.ca 

1.844.YES.PLAY

Charitable Reg’n: #1379 29 451 RR0002

Over

3 Million kids helped
and counting.



The Globe and Mail is proud to support the Canadian Museum  

for Human Rights and the 2022 Raising Our Voices Gala.



We proudly join the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights in celebrating people 

taking action for human rights and those 
who make that work possible.

Welcome Kimberly Davis, Senior Executive Vice President of 
Social Impact, Growth Initiatives & Legislative Affairs at the NHL.

asperfoundation.com



The Gail Asper Family Foundation salutes the hard work of the 
entire team at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

We thank them for their commitment to inspiring Canadians from coast to  
coast to coast to take personal responsibility for moving human rights forward.

johnstongroup.ca

Proud supporters of the 
Raising our Voices Gala

We’re Johnston Group. Work Life Wonderful.



Since ownership brought the team to Calgary  
in 1980, the Flames Foundation has injected  
over $55 million into the southern Alberta 
community. Last season, the Flames Foundation 
raised over $7 million for southern Alberta 
charities, and introduced the Calgary Sports  
and Entertainment Corporation (CSEC)  
Inclusion Program – a $2 million commitment  
to sport inclusion.

Thank you for your support!

calgaryflamesfoundation.com

True North Sports + Entertainment  
would like to congratulate Gail Asper, extend a warm 

Winnipeg welcome to Kim Davis, and applaud the 
Friends of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
for their ongoing efforts to further diversity, equity 

and inclusion in Canada.



PROUD  
SUPPORTER  
COMMUNITIES
Since 1872, The Free Press  
has strengthened this province with 
its ability to inform and to bring 
Manitobans together.  That’s a  
tradition worth celebrating, a legacy  
to build on for the future.

of our 

1895 Free Press Staff

T O  S U B S C R I B E  C A L L  2 0 4 - 6 9 7 - 7 0 0 1  O R  V I S I T  W I N N I P E G F R E E P R E S S . C O M / S U B S C R I B E 

winnipegfreepress.com

AIR CANADA IS A PROUD SPONSOR  
OF THE CANADIAN MUSEUM FOR  
HUMAN RIGHTS GALA

AIR CANADA EST FIÈRE DE COMMANDITER 
LE GALA DU MUSÉE CANADIEN POUR LES 
DROITS DE LA PERSONNE

At ACU, we welcome and celebrate diversity in all its 
forms and are open and inclusive in how we do 
business. The diversity of our members, employees, 
partners, and communities contributes to the 
strength and vibrancy of our company.

Money doing more is the guiding statement that 
represents the way we do business, and conveys 
our ongoing commitment to the economic, social 
and environmental health of our communities. 

Bank with purpose. 
Bank on values.

Join us!
1.877.958.8588 | acu.ca

You are always
welcome here



PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE CANADIAN 
MUSEUM FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

BEE-CLEAN.COM  |  1-888-668-4420

CANADA’S CLEANERS
FOR 50+ YEARS

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU
24 HOURS A DAY, 365 DAYS A YEAR
Whether you own a business or are a property manager,  
the attention to details makes all the difference. 
Let us work together to make sure your buildings are 
clean, safe and welcoming for your clients and customers. 

 
We warmly applaud the 

Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
for encouraging people everywhere to  

exercise the reality of resilience. 
 

Congratulations to tonight’s  
honouree, Gail Asper, 

for her commitment to and  
involvement in the creation of 

this important institution. 
 

Rita and Charles Bronfman 
 

Canada Life and design are trademarks of The Canada Life Assurance Company.

Supporting our 
communities 
and helping 
foster 
reconciliation

Together, we can do more for  
Canadians, for each other and 
for the communities we love.



THE NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE  
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

THE FRIENDS OF THE 
CANADIAN MUSEUM
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

NHL, the NHL Shield and the word mark and image 
of the Stanley Cup are registered trademarks of the 

National Hockey League. All Rights Reserved.

Volunteerism is just one of the ways we 
pay it forward and fulfill our purpose of 
Doing Right by People.

Donating our time is
the most rewarding way

we can spend it.

payworks.ca

Shelter Canadian 
Properties Limited

is proud to support the

Canadian Museum for Human Rights 

and

Gala 2022:  Raising Our Voices

Specializing in Real Estate Development 
and Property Management

Meeting Needs, Creating Value

2600 Seven Evergreen Place, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3L 2T3

Phone: (204) 475-9090   Fax: (204) 452-1708

www.scpl.com     shelter@scpl.com



Real Estate Developers & Financiers

Kothari Group is honoured to be a sponsor of 
Gala 2022:  Raising Our Voices in support of the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights.
kotharigroup.com

We are a diversified company with investments in mortgage 
financing, real estate development and hotel management. 
The group is focused on growth through continued forays in 
the real estate and financing space.

Winnipeg, MB

Thank you for advancing the idea that the world can be a better 
place for all through dialogue, respect and understanding of 
human rights.

® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada.

We’ve committed $500 million 
in community investment by 
2030 to help people RISE.

Life can be unpredictable. At Scotiabank, we believe it’s 
important that everyone has the ability to do more than 
simply recover from times of uncertainty, but instead 
rise from them stronger than before. Building economic 
resilience is about helping individuals, households, 
communities and economies to thrive under a range  
of circumstances.

ScotiaRISE is Scotiabank’s $500 million community 
investment supporting economic inclusion and success. 
By working together, we can create a more inclusive  
and resilient world for everyone. And for every future.

Please visit scotiabank.com/scotiarise to learn more.

TM  Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 
®  Registered Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia.



Relationships. Respect. Results. pitblado.com

P R O U D  T O  B E  A  S U P P O R T E R  O F  T H E  C A N A D I A N  M U S E U M  F O R  H U M A N  R I G H T S

RAISING OUR VOICES TO 
BUILD A BETTER WORLD
We are committed to equity, diversity and inclusion  
through our community’s work to propel health as a 
human right and advance Reconciliation.

UMANITOBA.CA

td.com

Proud to 
support Gala 
2022: Raising 
Our Voices.

 The TD logo and other TD trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. 

M05634 (1019)

We are working together with Friends of the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights. It's just one 
way we are helping to open doors for a more 
inclusive and sustainable tomorrow.

Care workers take 
care of us all.
Let’s #ShowWeCare

Dear Gail,

Mazal tov on actually catching the star your father set out to 
reach for so many years ago. As the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights sets out to honour your more than 20 years of 
commitment, your family at JNF Canada would like to thank 
you for your undying commitment to this wonderful treasure 
and the city of Winnipeg.

With great appreciation for all that you do,

David, Nola and Lance 
and the board and  
professionals of JNF Canada.

ACCESS
C R E D I T  U N I O N

Cultivating financial well-being in a changing
world through innovation and accessibility.

We are where you need us to be.



Answers
How many questions did you answer correctly?

How many individual pieces of glazing make up 
the glass cloud surrounding the Museum?

The building’s huge expanse of glass, called the  

Cloud, is made of 1,335 custom-cut pieces of glass,  

with no two exactly alike. The glass resembles the 

wings of a dove embracing the building beneath  

a glowing beacon of hope.

How many artifacts were found on the 
pre-construction archaeological excavation?

The site, on First Nations Treaty One territory and  

the heartland of the Métis people, has been a meeting 

place for thousands of years. Before construction,  

an archaeological excavation recovered more than 

400,000 artifacts. Indigenous Elders participated  

in discussions about the dig and the treatment  

of sacred items.

What are the ramps inside the Museum made of?

The ramps inside the Museum are made of alabaster,  

a semi-translucent stone. Glowing with LED lights,  

they criss-cross upwards for 800 metres between 

chalkboard black concrete walls – a literal path  

of light through the darkness.

How tall is the Israel Asper Tower of Hope?

The Israel Asper Tower of rises 100 metres above  

the ground like an icy mountain cap that glows as  

a beacon to all. A viewing platform inside provides  

a breathtaking panorama of the City of Winnipeg  

and the Prairie vista beyond.

How many galleries are located in the Museum?

Museum exhibits strive to connect each visitor to 

human rights. The Museum’s 10 core galleries and  

two temporary galleries contain diverse stories,  

from Canada and around the world, relayed through 

interactive presentation, multimedia technology  

and world-class design. An amazing encounter  

with human rights awaits!



Designating a gift in your will for Friends of the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights is a meaningful way to give 
back to the next generation of human rights champions.

Contact us for more information.

Give the 
gift of a 
lifetime

1-866-828-9209
 info@friendsofcmhr.com



Friends of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights  
85 Israel Asper Way, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 1-866-828-9209  info@friendsofcmhr.com 

There are always ways to make a difference  
through the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.  

Find out how at friendsofcmhr.com


